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Dear Sisters in Christ, 

Merriam Webster defines normal as conforming to a type, standard, or regular 
pattern: characterized by that which is considered usual, typical, or routine.   

Last year our ñnormalò was turned upside down by COVID-19.  When it first 
happened and we were suddenly living in a world of sheltering in place along 
with masks and social distancing, I doubt that many, if any, of us thought that it 
would continue as long as it did.  In last yearôs June Tapestry, I suggested that 
maybe this was a time of being in the wilderness, a time we could draw closer 
to our Lord.  I donôt know about all of you, but I really did not expect or want to 
be in the wilderness so long! 

This June, many of us hope this wilderness experience will soon be over.  The 
CDC just announced new guidelines saying those who are fully vaccinated no 
longer need to wear masks with some exceptions.  But a word of caution. 
There is a little publicized disclaimer with the new CDC guidelines that we all 
need to be aware of as we think about returning to that pre-pandemic normal: If 
you have a condition or are taking medications that weaken your immune system, 
you may NOT be fully protected even if you are fully vaccinated. Talk to your 
healthcare provider. Even after vaccination, you may need to continue taking all 
precautions.  As we rush to leave the wilderness and return to that ñnormalò we 
have all been yearning for, we need to remember that for any number of reasons, 
some of our ladies may not be as comfortable without those familiar precautions 
and may not be as eager as some to return to that long ago ñnormalò way of hold-
ing Circle Meetings.  Please continue to respect everyone.  We can adapt our 
meetings to accommodate everyone. 

While many of us have wondered if we would or even could ever return to the 
ñnormalò we remember from before COVID, my question is do we really need 
or want to go back?   

We really have the opportunity to define a new 
normal, a new way of doing things.  Just some 
thoughts: 

§ What if we have a hybrid Circle Meeting so 
those young women with families could at-
tend via Zoom without having to find a 
babysitter?   

§ What if we encourage groups of ladies to continue meeting by Zoom so 
they can make the meeting times flexible to work with their already busy 
schedules?   

§ What if we are willing to continue to make those phone calls to check on 
ladies who arenôt attending? 

§ What iféé 
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As the Fall Gathering Planning Committee continues to hold Zoom meetings, we realize that we can de-
fine a new normal.  As of right now, I donôt know what those changes may be, but come join us this fall 
and find out.  I suspect that this yearôs Fall Gathering will just be the beginning. 

It is my prayer that this wilderness time has given each one of us the opportunity to reevaluate our lives, 
to strengthen our faith, to value the truly important things, and to embrace the opportunities that have 
been given us.   

I feel so blessed and honored to be a part of this community of women created in the image of God, 
called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to grow in 
faith, affirm our gifts, support one another in our callings, engage in ministry and action, and promote healing 
and wholeness in the church, the society, and the world.  Thank you for living out our Purpose Statement in 
beautiful ways! 

 

With love, your sister in Christ, 

Phyllis WadeðSWO President     

tƘȅƭƭƛǎΩ tƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎǎ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ м 

 

The SWO Board and Fall Gathering Planning 

Committee will have an in-person Board Meeting 

on Saturday, July 31, at St. John in Winter Park 

(1600 Orlando Avenue). Please watch your email 

for more details, including directions, specific 

times, the agenda, and your specific assignments 

for this meeting.  If you have any questions, please 

contact SWO President Phyllis Wade at 

wade.phyllis73@gmail.com or 850-621-3267. 

REMINDER FOR  

SWO BOARD/PLANNING COMMITTEE 

Ladies, I know everyone is always interested in who our newest "Love Offering" 
may be. Now is your chance to submit a Non-Profit organization that you deem in 
need of our help! Go to our WELCA website, click on the Local Unit Resources and 
print the Love Offering application form.  Fill out the "nominated by" portion and 
give to your local non-profit. All entries must be received by me no later than 
July 15, 2021. I look forward to this yearôs nominations.  Thank you for getting the 
word out regarding this beneficial program. 

 

Jackie Haynick 

jackiehaynick@gmail.com 

Love Offering Coordinator   

mailto:secretary@htlc.gccoxmail.com
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¸ƻǳǊ Cŀƭƭ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ Ƙŀǎ 

ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜȄπ

ŎƛǝƴƎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ 

ǝƳŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ 

ǎŀȅ άǿŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ Řƻ ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀȅΦέ ²Ŝƭƭ ƭŀŘƛŜǎΣ 

ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ 

ƻŦ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΦ  ¢ƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ 

ǘƘƻǎŜ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎΗ 

²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇǊŜŎŀǳǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦ  

 

¢ƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Cŀƭƭ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ 

ŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ WǳƴŜΦ  Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 

ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ 

ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ 

ōȅ !ǳƎǳǎǘ омǎǘΦ  

²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ {ƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ 

ŀƴŘ [Ŝǘ ȅƻǳǊ [ƛƎƘǘ {ƘƛƴŜ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇǎ 

ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ   

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ŦǳƴŘǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŜŎƪǎ ǘƻ 

ƻǳǊ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ [ŀǳǊƛŜ bŜƭǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳǊ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴ 

ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘΦ  ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀπ

ǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇǎ ŀǘ 

ǿǿǿΦƅǿŜƭŎŀΦŎƻƳΦ   

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ 

DƻŘΩǎ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ CŀƛǘƘ /ŀƴ aƻǾŜ aƻǳƴπ

ǘŀƛƴǎΦ  {ŜŜ ȅƻǳ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мн-мпΣ нлнмΦ 

.ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ /ƻ-ŎƘŀƛǊǎΣ 

!bb 9bD[L{I   ϧ  [hw!Lb9 ±!b I!9/Y9 

wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Cŀƭƭ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŶŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƪƛŎƪ ƻũ ƻƴ 
WǳƴŜ мΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻǇǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ 
ŀƴŘ ǇŀȅƛƴƎΦ 

hƴ WǳƴŜ мΣ t5C ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƛƭΣ ŦŀȄ ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǊΣ 5ƛŀƴŜ /ǳƳƳƛƴƎǎΣ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŀǘ 
ǿǿǿΦƅǿŜƭŎŀΦŎƻƳ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜΦ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΥ ȅƻǳ 
Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƛƴǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻǊ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ƭƛƴƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ 

               ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ  

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƎŀƛƴ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ 9ŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƳƻǊŜ ǿƻƳŜƴ 
ƘŀǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǇǝƻƴΦ ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎΣ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ 
ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀȅ Ǿƛŀ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŎŀǊŘΦ ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŎƻƴŬǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜƎƛǎπ
ǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ  

tƭŜŀǎŜ ǿŀǘŎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀƴŘ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Cŀƭƭ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎΦ  

/ƘŜǊȅƭ [Φ {ŜƳƳŜƭ /Ŝƭƭ турΦннпΦмотт μ ŎƭǎŜƳƳŜƭϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

http://www.flwelca.com
mailto:clsemmel@gmail.com
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Donôt wait! 

Donôt hesitate! 

Donôt be late! 

Register for Fall Gathering before August 31! 

Our Fall Gathering registration deadline for this year is August 31.  Why earlier than in past 
years?  Our contract with Lake Yale requires us to guarantee 80% of the number of attendees.  
In simple terms, if we tell them we expect to have 250 attendees, unless we change the number 
on our contract by September 11, we will be required to pay for a minimum of 200 attendees 

whether we have that many registered or not.  Because we forfeited our deposit for last yearôs 
Fall Gathering due to COVID, we simply cannot afford to pay for more attendees than we have 
registered.  Please register early! 

 

The Florida-Bahamas Synodical Womenôs Organization has two 

grant (scholarship) programs to assist in the costs to attend our Fall Gathering, one for adult ladies 

and one for youth grade 6 through college.  We know this year has been difficult in so many ways, 

including for some financially.  We encourage individuals and Congregational Units to assist ladies 

in their Units with the costs and/or to make a donation to one or both of these grants.  Donations 

should be mailed to SWO Treasurer Laurie Nelson, 8598 N Calcutta Ave,  Dunnellon, FL 34433. 

Share the Spirit:  For our adult ladies, this grant program supplements funds to attend the Fall 

Gathering and encourages the participant, units, and other sponsors to help cover the costs of indi-

viduals attending the Fall Gathering. Who can apply? Any woman who would benefit from a spiritual 

weekend with sisters in Christ like women of all ages, first timers, women needing a bit of financial 

assistance, or women who are in your congregation or community but not yet participants in your 

Unitðjust to name a few.  

Let Your Light Shine: For youth (Grade 6 through college), this grant program offers  financial as-

sistance to attend the Fall Gathering. Grants are awarded to supplement the cost of accommoda-

tions, meals, and registration fees. Previous grant recipients are eligible to apply.  

Both applications will be available in June at: www.flwelca.com on the Fall Gathering page. Include 
this form with your registration. If you have questions, contact the Registrar Diane Cummings at 
sworegistrar1@gmail.com.  Again, a reminder that for both grants, applicants are encouraged to al-

so seek support from their congregation, sponsors, and self to share the costs. 

SHARE THE SPIRIT AND LET 

YOUR LIGHT SHINE GRANTS  

mailto:sworegistrar1@gmail.com
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Hello All, 

This is to inform you of a change of address for your Florida-Bahamas Synodical Women of the ELCA Treas-
urer.  Please send any financial correspondence, donations and Congregational Unit or Conference financial 
forms to: 

 

  Laurie Nelson 

  8598 N Calcutta Ave, 

  Dunnellon, Fl 34433 

 

Thank you all for your support and patience as we transitioned from south Florida into a rental and now, into 
our forever home.  

God's Peace, 

Your Sister in Christ, 

 
Laurie Nelson  
FL-BA SWO Treasurer  
nlsnlaur@yahoocom 
716-499-7166 

 

News from our Treasurer  

 
 
 
 
 
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ άIŜƭǇ ²ŀƴǘŜŘέ ǎƛƎƴǎ ŀƭƭ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ 
ŀǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ŘŀƴƎŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ /h±L5 ƛǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ 
ǳǎΦ  ¸ƻǳǊ {ȅƴƻŘƛŎŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ ƴŜŜŘǎ ȅƻǳǊ 
ƘŜƭǇΦ !ǎ ȅƻǳǊ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΣ L ƴŜŜŘ ŎƻƴŦŜǊπ
ŜƴŎŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ƳŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊπ
Ƴŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜǊǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ L ŀƭǎƻ ƴŜŜŘ 
ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƴŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǳƴƛǘǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ 
CƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŜũƻǊǘ ƛƴ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƧƻōΣ 
ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ 
ƴŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ {²hΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ 
Ƴƛǎǎ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΣ ŦǳƴΣ ŀƴŘ 
ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ Cŀƭƭ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀǘ [ŀƪŜ ¸ŀƭŜΦ 
 

L ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘπ
ŜŘ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ ¸ƻǳ 
ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ 
Řŀǘŀ ōŀǎŜ ƻŦ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƴƻŘΦ 
 
L ŀǎƪŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŜŘƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ά¢ŀǇŜǎǘǊȅέ ǿƘŀǘ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ ¦ƴƛǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎƛƴŎŜ aŀǊŎƘ нлнлΦ {ŜǾπ
ŜǊŀƭ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǝǾƛπ
ǝŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ ƛǎƻπ
ƭŀǝƻƴΦ Lƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ ŀƭƭ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΣ ƳŜŀƭǎ ƘŀǾŜ 
ōŜŜƴ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻƻŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘŜŘ 
ōȅ ŦƻƻŘ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΦ vǳƛƭǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜΦ /ƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ 
Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘΦ /ƛǊŎƭŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜƭŘ 
ǊŜƳƻǘŜƭȅ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊǎΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƻǳǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǊǎǳŜ ƻǳǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ 
ōȅ ŀŘŀǇǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ƅŜȄƛōƭŜΦ 
 
!ƴƴŜ {ǘƻǊŀƴ 
/ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ 

Your Conference Coordinator 

asks for your help!  



 

 с 

ōȅ aŀǊƛƭȅƴ YǊŜƛǘȊƛƴƎŜǊΣ .ƻŀǊŘ aŜƳōŜǊ 

According to the www.womenoftheelca.org, the definition of Constitution is: A legal document that out-

lines the name, purpose, authority, relationship and financial structure of an organization (churchwide 

organization, synodical womenõs organization, congregational or intercongregational unit, special unit). 

Our constitutions describe how Women of the ELCA operates as an organization. The constitutions are 

living documents that explain how we will live our lives together as a community of women created in the 

image of God. From time to time additions and deletions are made to the constitutions (through the pro-

cess for change that is laid out in the constitutions themselves), as our circumstances change.  Down-

load the latest versions of the constitutions that reflect changes voted on at the Tenth Triennial Conven-

tion (2017 ð This is the latest update). 

 

Changes in the constitutions voted into effect at the Tenth Triennial Convention (2017) are reflected be-

low.  All changes are effective immediately, as provided for in our constitutions. Congregational and spe-

cial units and synodical organizations need take no further action on these changes; they need only up-

date their constitutions to reflect these changes. 

Model constitution and bylaws for a congregational/intercongregational unit 

In English  PDF |  Word 

Constitución modelo y estatutos aprobados unidad congregacional o intercongregacional 

En Español  PDF |  Word 

Model constitution and bylaws for a special unit 

In English PDF |  Word  

Constitución modelo y estatutos aprobados unidad especial 

En Español  PDF |  Word 

Model constitution and bylaws for a synodical organization   

In English PDF |  Word  

Constitución y estatutos aprobados organización sinodal de mujeres 

En Español  PDF |  Word 

 

Email your updated constitution to Lisa Klima at lisamarie274@yahoo.com. 

Once again, we ask ñIs Your Constitution Updated?ò ōȅ [ƛǎŀ YƭƛƳŀΣ ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ C[-.! {²h 

²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ƛǎ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ фммΦ  .ǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƭƭ фммΚ 
¶ hƴƭȅ Ŏŀƭƭ фмм ƛŦ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻǊ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ŘŀƴƎŜǊΦ ! ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ǿŀǊǊŀƴǘǎ ŀ фмм ŎŀƭƭΣ 
ǎƻ Řƻƴϥǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ŀ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀǧŀŎƪΣ ǎǘǊƻƪŜΣ ŀƴŀǇƘȅƭŀȄƛǎΣ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ƭƛƳōǎΣ ŎƘƻƪƛƴƎΣ    ŘǊǳƎ ƻǾŜǊŘƻǎŜΣ 
ŘǊƻǿƴƛƴƎΣ ŀ ǇǎȅŎƘƻǝŎ ŜǇƛǎƻŘŜΣ ƻǊ ǳƴŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ōƭŜŜŘƛƴƎΦ 

 

¸ƻǳǊ ƛtƘƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ !ƴŘǊƻƛŘ ǇƘƻƴŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭƭƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ фмм ŜŀǎƛƭȅΦ !ƭǎƻ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŜƭƭ ǇƘƻƴŜΣ 
ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǝŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƎŜǩƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ  bƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘΗ 
 

²Ƙŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ƻǊ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ Řƻ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘΚ 
¶ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΥ ǇƻƭƛŎŜΣ ŬǊŜΣ Ǉƻƛǎƻƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ  
¶ LƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΥ  ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ǇƻǿŜǊΣ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΣ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜΣ ƭƻŎƪǎƳƛǘƘΣ     ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ  
¶ tŜƻǇƭŜΥ  CŀƳƛƭȅΣ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΣ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΣ ōƻǎǎκǿƻǊƪ 

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƘƻƴŜ !b5 ǿǊƛǧŜƴ όǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴŜŘ ǿŀȅύ 
Ƨǳǎǘ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻǊ ƭƻǎŜǎ ŎƘŀǊƎŜΦ 
 

hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǊŜ ƘǳǊǊƛŎŀƴŜǎΦ WǳƴŜ м ƛǎ 
ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ  5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ǊŜŀŘȅΚ  5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ŀ ƴƻǘŜōƻƻƪ ƻǊ о ǊƛƴƎ ōƛƴŘŜǊ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀǊ ƛƴ ŀ ǿŀǘŜǊǇǊƻƻŦ ōŀƎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ŜǾŀŎǳŀǘŜΚ 
 

Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Cŀƭƭ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘΦ  

9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΗ  .Ŝ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘΗ 

http://www.womenoftheelca.org
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/tools-for-leaders/constitutions
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/tools-for-leaders/constitutions
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Congregational-Units-constitution.2017.pdf
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Congregational-Units-constitution.2017.docx
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Congregational-Units-Constitution-2017-SPANISH.pdf
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Congregational-Units-Constitution-2017-SPANISH.docx
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/SpecialUnitconstitution.2017.2.pdf
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/SpecialUnitconstitution.2017.2.docx
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Special-Unit-Constitution-2017-SPANISH.pdf
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Special-Unit-Constitution-2017-SPANISH.docx
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/SWOconstitution.2017.pdf
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/SWOconstitution.2017.docx
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/SWO-Constitution-2017-SPANISH.pdf
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/SWO-Constitution-2017-SPANISH.docx


 

 т 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ 5Ŝǎƪ τ  [ƛƴŘŀ DǊŜƛƭƛŎƪ 

aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳōǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǘƻ DŀǘƘŜǊτǘƘŜ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ 

!ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ŦƻǊ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘƛƭŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǎƛǎǘŜǊƘƻƻŘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŎŀƭƭΣ 

ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƎǊŀŎŜŘ ƻǳǊ ƳŀƛƭōƻȄŜǎ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ ŀǎ ά[ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ ²ƻƳŜƴ ¢ƻŘŀȅΦέ  bƻǿ ŀǎ DŀǘƘŜǊΣ  ǿŜ 

Ŏŀƴ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŀ ƘŀǊŘ ŎƻǇȅ ƻǊ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƻǊ ǘŀōƭŜǘ ƛŦ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀ ǎǳōǎŎǊƛōŜǊΦ   

 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ƳŜΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƎƛƊŜŘ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎΣ ƎǊŀƴŘŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎΣ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎΣ ƴƛŜŎŜǎΣ 

ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǳōǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴ ǘƻ DŀǘƘŜǊΦ  ¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

.ƛōƭŜ ǎǘǳŘȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾƻǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ 

ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘΦ  wƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿ 

ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ  ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀ ǎǳōǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴΦ  DŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ 

ƻũŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƴŜǿ ǎǳōǎŎǊƛōŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ƻƴƭȅ ϷфΦфр ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΦ  Iƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǎƛǎǘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀƴ ƻũŜǊΚ  Iƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ 

ƴƻǘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ  ǿŜƭƭ ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΗ    {ŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜπ

ǘŀƛƭǎ ōŜƭƻǿ ŀƴŘ  ǎƘŀǊŜΦ  LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǝƳŜ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎΦ   

What if we share one of our Resources? 

Gather ð the magazine of the Women of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America ð guides you as you live and experience your faith 
every day. With this special offer for new subscribers, you can get a 
whole year of Gather (10 issues) for just $9.95 ð thatôs $10 or half 
off the regular subscription rate! 
 
In addition to a regular Bible study, the magazine offers a mix of faith-in
-life articles, theological reflections, devotions and stories that speak to 
the hearts and souls of progressive Christian women. Gather connects 
Christian women of all ages with like-minded others who are committed 
to growing in faith and building the kingdom of Godðnext door and 
across the globe. 
 
Gather is published 10 times a year with combined issues in January/February and July/August. Digital 
access is free to print subscribers. 
 
This offer is good for U.S. mailing addresses only. 
 
DŀǘƘŜǊ μ th .ƻȄ оос μ /ƻƴƎŜǊǎΣ b¸ млфнл-лоос 
/ǳǎǘƻƳŜǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΥ упп-плф-лртс 
a-C ф !a ǘƻ р ta 9Φ¢Φ  
ǿǿǿΦƎŀǘƘŜǊƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΦƻǊƎ 

Try Gather for just $9.95 


